
Welcome to the December edition of the 
Stonyhurst International School newsletter, as 
we move into the Christmas season of what has 
been one of the most unusual and challenging 
years for us all it is time for us to pause and 
reflect.

I have recently been speaking with Mr Michael 
Sng, the Chair of our Board of Governors 
about the journey we have taken to develop 
and open Stonyhurst International School. We 
have discussed the challenges we have faced 
and honestly evaluated how we have navigated 
these challenges and what we can do better in 
service of our parent community.

Michael and I agreed that the circumstances we 
have faced  have only solidified and strengthened 
our commitment to develop a school that is 
unique in the world of international education 
with regard to the depth of pastoral care and 
academic support we offer students and the 
connections we develop with families and the 
wider community.

As a school our driving motivation is to develop 
men and women for others that enter their 
adult life with a deep commitment to help and 
support those around them and to work to heal 
the divisions in society, this is more important 
than ever in the current socio-political climate.

I have spoken to you previously about our unique 
pastoral framework and the part coaching 
will play within the school as a mechanism 
that allows our students to develop the skills, 
empathy and compassion to guide and build 
relationships with younger and older children 
within the school.

Over the past few weeks, I have been working 
closely with our Assistant Principal and Head of 
Pastoral to define the structure of the coaching, 
mentoring and pastoral programmes for our 
founding cohort of pupils, and to develop the 
frameworks that ensure your children will be 
individually coached and mentored throughout 
their educational journey.
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In the new year we will be inviting parents to 
a seminar where we will explain  in detail the 
Stonyhurst difference and  how our coaching, 
peer mentoring and pastoral programmes 
will function to ensure your child is deeply 
supported and able to develop the skills and 
competencies they need to be men and women 
for others. 

Construction on our Quayside site is ongoing 
with earthworks and foundation works taking 
place over the next 2 months. We are in the 
process of installing a time lapse camera on our 
site so we will not only be able to send you 
regular updates but develop a visual montage as 
the construction progresses. It is exciting for us 

all to see the work being carried out on the site 
and we eagerly await the completion of what 
will be a truly world class educational facility.

I would like to thank each and every one of 
you for your ongoing support and to wish you 
and your families a safe and joyous Christmas, I 
very much look forward to seeing you all again 
personally in Penang in the New Year.

 

Kind Regards

Justin Durling



At Stonyhurst Penang, we firmly believe that the 
true measure of a school’s success is not what 
its students are doing when they are eighteen, 
rather what they have achieved when they are 
eighty. As a result, we have an obligation to 
ensure that all of our graduates are prepared 
to succeed in the modern world. Our academic 
programmes are designed to equip our 
students with the skills and attributes to make 
a difference in whatever field they choose to 
move into. Creativity, critical thinking, research 
and teamwork are central to all that we do. In 
years 7 and 8, our students will be following the 
Cambridge International Education Programme. 
“Cambridge programmes and qualifications set 
the global standard for international education; 
they are created by subject experts, rooted 
in academic rigour and reflect the very latest 
educational research” (cambridgeinternational.
org).

A broad and balanced curriculum is important 
in the initial years of secondary education, to 
build a strong foundation for future study. At 
Stonyhurst Penang, our lower secondary school 
learners will be stretched and challenged 
through the core subjects of Mathematics, 
English, Science, Art and Design, Music and 
Physical Education. Further to these Cambridge 
offered courses, we will also offer Modern 
Foreign Languages in Mandarin, Bahasa and 

Spanish as well as Drama and Humanities. 
The implementation of our curriculum will 
encourage students to be inquirers, to think 
and work independently, through self-directed 
learning. Additionally, students will develop 
their personal and social skills, recognising that 
these intrinsic elements are an integral part of 
academic success. Our academically rigourous 
courses for Year 7 and 8 have been specifically 
designed to promote excellence and develop 
students in readiness for the IGCSE and A Level 
programmes which we will be offering in future 
years.

Beyond the classroom, we will run a 
comprehensive extra-curricular programme. 
Stonyhurst Penang students will be encouraged 
to participate in a variety of endeavours, from 
sporting and debating to community service, 
to enrich the overall learning experience. It 
is vital that children are engaged in a variety 
of enrichment activities from a young age to 
develop their whole-self and valuable social 
skills. At Stonyhurst Penang, our enrichment 
programme is designed to give our students 
many opportunities to discover new passions 
and develop a love of learning, as well as to 
explore leadership opportunities in a variety 
of different settings, such as sporting teams, 
committees and school council.

Academic Programme

James Mower – Assistant Principal, 

Stonyhurst International School Penang



Lai Che Kang was recently appointed as the 
Project Manager for the Quayside campus to 
oversee and ensure that the construction of our 
permanent campus is completed on time and is 
in compliance with authorities’ regulations. 

Lai is registered with the Board of Engineering 
Malaysia (BEM) and is highly experienced in 
project management. He graduated from the 
University Technology of Malaysia as a graduate 
engineer. His career has spanned over 20 
years and he has a wide range of experience 
in the construction and property development 
industry; ranging from managing small sub-
contractors to multi-million development 
projects. Recently, he completed multiple 
full cycle projects from planning to CCC/
VP, including the Butterworth iconic transit-
oriented development (Penang Sentral).

He is particularly enthused when he successfully 
overcomes challenges and obstacles in a project 
and achieves milestones in accordance with 
targets established.

“

Stonyhurst International School is designed 

with students in mind. Gone are the days 

where schools are just rows of classrooms. The 

landscaping of the school on elevated grounds, 

for example, is more complex but it also enhances 

the space that students spend time in. The heart 

of the school is the library where the school 

community can come together to learn whilst 

enjoying the seaview from the third floor - 

absolutely amazing!

”

Introduction: Project Manager



Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

