
It is with great pleasure that I introduce the 
inaugural Stonyhurst newsletter although we 
are providing regular updates on our Facebook 
page, I genuinely believe in a personal approach.  
A regular newsletter is a crucial part of 
developing a deep and meaningful relationship 
with parents. The partnerships and relationships 
we develop with parents need to be at the 
centre of the school, I am acutely aware that 
our parent body has trusted us and stood by us 
during some very challenging times and want to 
ensure the open and honest dialogue  continues 
to grow. The newsletter will go out on a 
monthly basis and endeavour to keep parents 
informed and involved in a deeper and more 
meaningful way than is possible through social 
media platforms alone. 

Currently I am based in New Zealand; I returned 
there 3 weeks ago to spend some time with my 
family and in particular my aging father. With 
Covid-19, the world feels like it has become 
a bigger place and the difficulty of travel and 
spending time with family is something we all 
grapple with in these times. Prior to leaving, I 
received special approval from the Expatriate 

Services division to leave and re-enter Malaysia. 
I plan to return to Malaysia towards the end of 
this year. In the meantime, I continue to work 
towards the opening of the school from here 
and am working with our key administrative 
staff through Zoom and other online platforms 
on a daily basis.

I am following the Covid-19 situation in Malaysia 
and am aware of the recent increase in cases. I 
would like to pass on my best wishes to each of 
your families, it continues to be a stressful time 
for us all but with perseverance and flexibility 
we will continue to find ways to live our lives 
and flourish.

I am pleased to announce that despite the many 
challenges we have faced, construction has now 
began on our Quayside site. Site clearance 
has been completed with earthworks starting 
on the 17th of November. The building is 
scheduled to be completed by January 2022 
to be ready for a September opening. We 
are ready to open on our temporary site in 
September 2021 then move students to our 
permanent site in September 2022 or perhaps 
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earlier if construction runs to schedule. We 
have left at least a 9-month window in case of 
any construction overruns or Covid-19 related 
issues. 

I would like to personally thank each and 
everyone of you for your patience and 
understanding. We did not want to put out 
any construction related updates until we had 
actually begun work. Actions speak louder than 
words given the delays and uncertainty we have 
experienced over the past 12 months.

Unfortunately, we have had to once again 
postpone our Ground Breaking ceremony due 
to a spike in Covid-19 cases in the past weeks 
but this has no implications or relationship to 
the actual construction of the school and we 
will hold the official ceremony once the current 
situation with Covid-19 has stabilised.

Over the next few months, we will be offering 
our incoming families a range of opportunities 
to help us build and develop our school 
community. Sin Yee, our Director of Admissions 
and Marketing will be in touch with you shortly 
with a range of initiatives designed to increase 
our levels of community engagement. 

As I said earlier, I remain fully committed and 
involved with the development of the school 
on a day to day basis and am happy to speak 
to parents over Zoom at any time during my 
stay in New Zealand. I very much look forward 
to returning to Malaysia and re-establishing a 
personal face to face connection with you all.

Kind regards

Justin Durling



James Mower – Assistant Principal, 

Stonyhurst International School Penang

I am delighted to join the Stonyhurst College 
UK community this term, in preparation for 
the opening of Stonyhurst International School 
Penang. Having worked in leadership roles 
across a number of well-known overseas British 
Schools, I recognise the importance of fostering 
close links between international schools and 
their UK namesakes, in order to effectively 
replicate traditions and culture in the overseas 
location.

During my time here, I have learnt much 
about what makes a Stonyhurst education so 
special. I have spent time with staff members, 
many who have been here for over 40 years, 
who talk passionately about the opportunities 
Stonyhurst creates for the students. My 
overriding impression is of a school where 
each child is treated as an individual, following 
a bespoke, values based education centered on 
their passions and interests.

While all students are challenged to strive for 
outstanding academic results, they are also 
given opportunities to flourish in a rich and 
comprehensive co-curricular programme, 
with a strong focus on creativity and the arts. 
Stonyhurst has a long and rich history and 
students have access to one of the largest 
historical artifact collections in the world. We 
hope to make this accessible to our students in 
Penang, to enhance their learning experience.

On a personal note, my children have thrived in 
this environment and are genuinely excited to 
go into school each day. As part of the inaugural 
leadership team in Penang,  I will ensure that 
there are strong links between our two schools, 
not only at a strategic level, but also across 
the staff and student body. The students at 
Stonyhurst Penang will experience the very 
best of a Stonyhurst education, appreciating the 
unique context of Penang.
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Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

