
I would like to wish you a happy new year and 
hope that you have had a smooth start to the 
year, despite what remains a very unsettling 
time. As many of you are aware, Stonyhurst is a 
full committee member of the British Malaysian 
Chamber of Commerce Education group and I 
am in constant touch with Principals from other 
high-quality international schools in Malaysia 
the BMCC and the British High Commission.

There is no doubt that this is an extremely 
challenging time for educators, parents and 
children with a number of international schools 
now having had faculty members and students 
infected with the COVID 19 virus, uncertainty 
about when face to face teaching can resume 
and often conflicting information from the 
Ministry of Education and Immigration at times 
compounds the situation. The High Commission 
and BMCC in particular are extremely 
supportive of Stonyhurst with updates, regular 
meetings and advice as they work alongside 
British schools in Malaysia to manage the 
challenges and map out a pathway forward. 

Construction on our Quayside site is ongoing 
throughout the current MCO period and we 
remain on schedule to open our purpose-
built campus in September 2022, construction 
updates and photographs will regularly be 
placed on our Facebook page.

Our Assistant Principal, James Mower is still 
based at Stonyhurst College and continues 
to develop our Pastoral and Academic 
programmes. James and I have been developing, 
in detail our unique pastoral framework, with its 
focus on individualised pathways for students, 
community service and vertically integrated 
coaching and mentoring.  We will be presenting 
this to parents in the near future and plan to 
have a series of webinars where we outline our 
programme in detail and ask for your thoughts 
and feedback. 

A significant period of time has gone into the 
development of a unique pastoral approach 
which both connects us to Stonyhurst College 
and is focussed on the needs and ambitions of 
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every single student, we are very much looking 
forward to sharing this with you soon.

I remain in New Zealand at this point and am 
actively focussed on Stonyhurst International 
School every day, I very much look forward to 
my arrival back in Malaysia in the near future. 
As always, I would like to thank you for your 

thoughts, ideas and ongoing support, I look 
forward to seeing you all in person again soon.

 

Kind Regards

Justin Durling



In March 2020, the UK government placed 
the country into a full lockdown and cancelled 
face-to-face schooling at a moment’s notice. 
Many UK schools were unprepared and there 
has been much written in the press about 
the poor standard of education received by 
many British students during the final term of 
the school year. Stonyhurst College, however 
was quick to create and implement its own 
bespoke online learning provision. Stonyhurst 
Anywhere was planned, developed and 
launched by the Stonyhurst teaching staff and 
leadership team soon after the government 
restrictions came into place and students were 
back to full-time (online) schooling by the 
start of the next week. The parent feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive and Stonyhurst 
students continued to flourish academically 
and pastorally, despite the restrictions.  
 
Stonyhurst Anywhere is based on the premise 
of ‘Cura Personalis’ (Care for the individual 
person).  The aim is not to recreate a traditional 
8:20am – 5:00pm school experience, rather 
it is to develop a mix of face-to-face lessons, 
independent study opportunities and meaningful 
learning experiences for the students.  Overall, 
the Stonyhurst College leadership team 
have committed to ensuring that children 
continue the momentum of individualised 
academic learning and wider personal growth 
during the suspension of face-to-face classes.  
In January 2021, the UK government announced 
another suspension of face-to-face schooling 
with immediate effect and I got to experience UK 

online schooling for the first time. As a parent, 
I was impressed with the initial communication 
from Stonyhurst College, having received a 
Stonyhurst Anywhere guidebook and online 
timetable for both of my children within a few 
hours of the government announcement. We 
are now moving into the third week of working 
from home and my 2 boys have continued to 
flourish in this new environment.  They each 
have a combination of daily live and recorded 
lessons and continue to get exposure to sport, 
art, music and drama alongside the traditional 
academic subjects. The live lessons are delivered 
through Microsoft Teams and all of their work is 
handed in and marked through the Teams app.  
 
During my time living and working at Stonyhurst 
College I have learnt a great deal about how the 
school operates which has supported my role 
preparing for the opening of Stonyhurst Penang. 
While I am very hopeful that the end of the 
current pandemic is in sight; it remains important 
to be well prepared in the event  of continued 
future moves to online schooling. The expertly 
planned, comprehensive Stonyhurst Anywhere 
programme is ready and able to be replicated in 
Penang, should the need arise in the future.  As 
a parent and educator, I can confidently state 
that the education of my own children has not 
suffered despite the restrictions.  I will certainly 
be delighted when they can return to the school 
campus, however I am pleased that they have 
had the opportunity to continue to develop 
through the outstanding Stonyhurst Anywhere 
programme. 

Stonyhurst Anywhere

James Mower – Assistant Principal, 

Stonyhurst International School Penang



Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

