
Firstly, I would like to thank all of you that 
attended our online reception last Saturday. It 
was wonderful to speak to you again and I can 
only reiterate how much I am looking forward 
to seeing you all in person in the near future 
upon my return from New Zealand. In the 
meantime both James Mower and myself are 
available for individual Zoom meetings with 
parents, so if you would like to speak to either 
of us individually please contact our admissions 
team.

Our Marketing and Admissions team are working 
hard preparing to open enrolment to the wider 
community,  we are getting very encouraging 
news from the British Malaysian Chamber of 
Commerce in relation to the ability to procure 
student passes for expatriate students in 

the near future. All indications point to the 
Malaysian economy and educational sectors 
moving towards a gradual reopening as Covid 
19 infection numbers stabilise and  vaccines are 
gradually rolled out.

 It has been a busy few weeks for the Stonyhurst 
Penang team and for James Mower in particular 
who is currently preparing some very exciting 
activities designed to engage with our future 
students and further deepen links with 
Stonyhurst College UK.

As I mentioned on Saturday, I have been working 
with our interior design team on the way that we 
will translate our vision, values and educational 
philosophy into a design that is not only visually 
stunning but more importantly offers children 
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the very best learning opportunities. I very 
much look forward to sharing our concept 
design with you in the near future and sharing 
visual images of our learning spaces with you as 
they are developed.

Construction on our Quayside campus is 
ongoing with piling works very close to being 
complete and the timeline and schedule for 

building on track to be completed in the first 
half of 2022. 

As always, I would like to thank you for your 
ongoing support

Kind Regards

Justin Durling



I was recently asked by a parent about 
whether Stonyhurst Penang would be looking 
to implement external examinations for lower 
secondary students to better help them 
understand how well their child is performing. 
The parent was concerned that teachers in their 
current school often fed back positively on their 
child’s learning, only to be disappointed by their 
actual performance in external examinations. 
I believe that the answer to this dilemma will 
not come simply from adding extra assessment; 
rather from developing a platform to facilitate 
better communication between the school and 
the family. I am currently undertaking a course 
in school leadership at Harvard University and 
as part of my research came across a study by 
Harvard academics in this area. The following 
extract (Kraft & Dougherty, 2013) summarises 
some of the key findings:

Existing research has documented that 
students’ engagement in school is continuously 
shaped by their relationships with adults and 
their schooling environment (Connell, 1990; 
Finn & Rock, 1997). A large body of evidence 

also highlights the important role that 
teachers play in molding student engagement 
(Battistich, Solomon, Watson, & Schaps, 1997; 
Furrer & Skinner, 2003; Ryan & Patrick, 2001). 
Specifically, demonstrated teacher caring has 
been shown to be associated with increases 
in students’ academic effort (Wentzel, 1997, 
1998), which is suggestive of how emotional 
engagement might translate into cognitive 
engagement. Parents also play a central 
role in shaping their children’s behavior and 
engagement in school. Earlier work has shown 
that involving parents in their children’s 
schooling can improve students’ academic 
achievement (Barnard, 2004; Seitsinger et al., 
2008) 

At Stonyhurst Penang we are working to create 
an environment in which our students receive 
outstanding personalised pastoral care. Our 
pastoral model will be delivered through our 
House system with senior school students 
being placed into vertical tutor groups within 
their House. These vertical student groups will 
allow Stonyhurst Penang students to interact 
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with peers in different year groups, creating a safe and 
caring environment with coaching at its core. In order 
to create the opportunities for increased collaboration 
and communication between families and the school, 
each of our vertical tutor groups will be overseen by 
2 tutors who will each have responsibility for no more 
than 12 students. As a result of this low tutor-student 
ratio, it is expected that your child’s tutor will build 
a close relationship with each of their tutees as well 
as with their parents. With this deeply personalised 
model, our tutors will be able to engage in ongoing 
communication with your child’s subject teachers and 
identify any concerns, issues or patterns in a proactive 
manner and will be able to keep you informed of 
progress on an ongoing basis. 

I am excited to have the opportunity to play a role in 
building a pastoral system from the ground, focusing 
on world class academic research and the very 
best practice in international schools. Our pastoral 
structure will allow us to involve parents fully in their 
children’s schooling and give our students a platform 
for regular reflection and target-setting. Furthermore, 
we will be learning from Stonyhurst College UK and 

bringing many of the traditions from the UK to Penang 
as a basis for our pastoral structures.

In the coming weeks, I will be preparing a video 
presentation to give you more information on 
our plans in this area. In this video, I will introduce 
our House system, talk more about vertical tutor 
groups and launch an exciting opportunity for our 
future students to make their mark on the House 
system.  At Stonyhurst Penang, we believe that a 
personalised approach to pastoral care, with close 
family relationships, is the key to ensuring that our 
students are working to their full potential to achieve 
outstanding results in order to graduate to become 
men and women for others. 

Sources Cited

Kraft, M. A., & Dougherty, S. M. (2013). The effect of teacher–

family communication on student engagement: Evidence from a 

randomized field experiment. Journal of Research on Educational 

Effectiveness, 6(3), 199-222.



Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

