
I hope that you and your families are all happy 
and well, the Stonyhurst team have had a busy 
month. Mr Kelvin Leong our Bursar and myself 
have continued to work with our interior 
design team defining the concept design for the 
school, something we very much look forward 
to sharing with you in the near future.

Additionally, we have been carrying out tender 
interviews with a number of catering teams and 
are in the process of identifying the team that 
will be running our kitchen and dining hall and 
providing the meals for your children during 
their time at Stonyhurst. We are aware that 
the quality of catering plays a critical part in 
ensuring that your child is happy and healthy 
throughout their time at the school. We are 
working with some of the best caterers in the 

country and very much look forward to sharing 
our plans and introducing our catering team to 
you once the final decision is made.

Construction continues to progress well and we 
are now able to run an extended work day on 
the site through to 10:00 pm, we are working 
with our neighbours to ensure that this causes 
minimal inconvenience and noise pollution, 
this new development means that we are able 
to move our construction forward at an even 
faster pace.

James Mower is still based at Stonyhurst College 
and is working on a range of informative video 
presentations that we will be sharing with you 
over the next few months.
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From the Principal

Dear Parents,



Our admissions team is currently fielding a 
large number of enrolment queries and we 
will be opening our enrolment for new parents 
outside our founding group next month. Given 
the interest we are currently getting we expect 
places in some year groups will fill up very 
quickly once we officially open enrolment for 
new parents.

I am pleased to announce that I will be leaving 
New Zealand to return to Penang on the 31st 
of March and will be back in our Admissions 
Office on the 12th April once I have finished my 
quarantine period. I have been very privileged 
to have had the opportunity to spend the last 6 
months with family in a Covid free environment 

but am looking forward to returning to Penang 
and re-joining our team who have been amazing 
in my absence. I also very much look forward to 
meeting you all again and having the opportunity 
to spend time with our Stonyhurst families.

I would like to wish you all a happy Easter with 
your families and as always if you have any 
queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with our team or me directly.

Kind Regards

Justin Durling



Last Thursday, the Spring term came to an 
end at Stonyhurst UK and students embarked 
on their Easter vacation. It has been a slightly 
disjointed term, with the first 7 weeks delivered 
online followed by 3 weeks in school after the 
lifting of restrictions by the UK government. My 
wife and I have enjoyed the relative calm around 
the house during the last 3 weeks, although we 
are now looking forward to making the most of 
the Spring weather and getting out and about 
with our children during the holiday period.  
 
Parents and teachers around the world 
have faced many challenges in ensuring that 
children continue to progress both socially and 
academically during the Covid pandemic and 
I have personally been extremely impressed 
with the blended learning approach offered by 
Stonyhurst for my two boys. One area that I 
would like to reflect upon here is communication 
between school and the home, with a particular 
focus on parent-teacher conferences.  
 
Traditionally, schools invite parents into the 
classroom on a periodic basis in order for 
them to meet their child’s teachers and discuss 
progress. This valuable one to one meeting 
time offers parents an opportunity to engage 
in two way dialogue with teachers to develop 

a solid understanding of how well their child 
is performing at school. During the Covid 
19 pandemic, the online learning provision, 
has actually provided parents with greater 
opportunity to share in their child’s learning 
and development. Furthermore, parent-
teacher conferences have adapted by moving 
online. Although  parents may have been 
initially concerned that they would lose their 
connection to the school, experience has shown 
that teachers are still able to share the academic 
growth of students using this new medium and 
overall parent and teacher feedback has been 
extremely positive. By moving meetings online, 
many logistical challenges traditionally faced by 
parents have been removed. There is no longer 
need to travel to school for the meetings, 
creating opportunities for parents to meet at 
times more convenient for them. Furthermore, 
parents working overseas who may have missed 
the chance to attend parent-teacher conferences 
are now able to be involved; with many parents 
taking the opportunity to dial in from two 
different locations. Another benefit schools and 
parents have discovered is the lack of external 
distractions that were evident previously. The 
meetings take place in private, away from other 
parents and as a result are more open, honest 
and focused. As a parent, I have enjoyed the 
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opportunity to speak privately to my children’s teachers 
from the comfort of my home. As an educator I have 
enjoyed reading about other schools and parents 
around the world, who feel that they have benefited 
from this system. I recently read that feedback from 
the Association of Heads of Independent Schools of 
Australia (AHISA) on positive gains resulting from 
COVID-19 restrictions indicates that parent-teacher 
meetings held by phone or on digital platforms  have 
been rated a huge success by parents and teachers.  
 

I am confident that we will soon be ‘back to normal’ 
and both parents and students will be welcomed into 
school buildings around the world. However, there 
are many positive learning experiences from the past 
year that will continue to shape our schools into the 
future. I personally, am excited by the opportunity that 
technology has given us to increase communication 
between the home and school and expect online 
parent-teacher conferences and informal teacher 
communication to be a key feature in the future of 
education.



Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

