
Welcome to the May edition of the Stonyhurst 
International School newsletter, we have had 
another busy month as we work towards our 
opening in September 2022. Despite the ongoing 
issues related to Covid 19, construction on our 
Quayside campus continues to move forward at 
pace and we remain on track to complete the 
building early next year.

The issue of Covid 19 continues to loom large 
for us all and despite our preference very much 
being for face to face learning we are committed 
to developing outstanding provision for online 
and hybrid learning should we need it. Myself, 
James Mower and Mr Jeremy Cheam a member 
of our Board of Governors, alongside Stonyhurst 
College staff are currently developing our 

online and hybrid learning portal. We have 
spent considerable time researching a range of 
online learning platforms and listening to the 
concerns that parents have with regard to the 
current offerings available.

We aim to develop a system that is at the 
absolute cutting edge of online education and 
learning environments and to sync this with 
Stonyhurst College UK, to ensure that the we 
can develop rich, deep learning opportunities 
and collaborations across both the UK and 
Penang campuses. 

Ideally our platform will be used for homework 
and other activities while the school is in session 
along with catering for both hybrid and fully 
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online learning environments in the instance of a 
Covid related school closure. The development 
of this platform is a considerable undertaking 
but as always, our aim is to offer the very best 
academic and pastoral opportunities regardless 
of circumstances outside our control.

Currently our Board of Governors and Senior 
leadership team are in the early stages of 
designing our school song. The school song 
will define us and be a rallying call for Alumni 
in the future, along with a regular part of the 
school day being sung at assemblies and public 
events. We are extremely fortunate to have Mr 
Daniel Lim guiding us in this process, Daniel is a 
gifted musician and composer who has worked 
with many extremely successful musicians both 
within Singapore and globally. As we move 
through the development process, we will keep 
you updated, our next steps are to meet with 
Daniel for a workshop where we will define 
our core values as a school and work these into 
both the lyrical and musical composition. 

James Mower and myself continue to work 
through academic and policy documentation 
and we are pleased to announce that we 
have now completed our IGCSE booklet. The 
IGCSE booklet outlines the structures and 
subjects available at IGCSE level at Stonyhurst 
International School. I know many of you are 
interested in this and it should be in final form 
and ready for parents in August. We have put 
considerable time into ensuring that the options 
we will be offering at IGCSE level are broad, 
diverse and unique within a Penang context.

As always, I would like to thank you for your 
ongoing support, please stay safe as we again 
negotiate a surge in Covid cases and the 
subsequent MCO. Rest assured we continue 
to move ahead and remain focussed on our 
opening in September 2022.

Kind Regards

Justin Durling



In a previous newsletter, I wrote about online 
learning and the experience I had of working 
from home here in the UK. In recent times, as 
Malaysia enters a third MCO and many schools 
around the world return to online learning,  I 
thought I would take the opportunity to write in 
more detail about this topic. In recent weeks, I 
have been working with the team in Penang and 
staff here at Stonyhurst College to discuss and 
plan our approach to online learning, drawing 
on the experiences of our UK counterparts 
over the last year.

The Covid-19 pandemic forced the world to 
quickly adjust to distance learning and Stonyhurst 
Anywhere was first developed almost overnight 
back in March 2020 as the UK entered its first 
national lockdown, to ensure students were able 
to continue their academic lessons. Since then, 
the team here has reflected on the positives 
and challenges that they have faced with 
online learning, to further develop Stonyhurst 
Anywhere into a comprehensive online learning 
product that ensures all students have access to 
the first class Stonyhurst education, wherever 
they are located in the world. Through my 
own experience, research and learning from 
our UK school, I am confident that students 
at Stonyhurst Penang will also have access to 
world class online learning in the future, should 
the need arise.

This week I met with a founding Stonyhurst 
Penang family, to help advise them on distance 
learning options for their son. I was interested 
to hear about their experiences of learning 
away from the classroom and would like to 
reflect here on some of the positives that may 
emerge during these uncertain times. 

All too often we read news articles about 
the negative impact the pandemic has had on 
the education of our children. This week for 
example, the UK government announced a 
£13.5bn fund to “reverse the damage to pupils’ 
education caused by the pandemic” highlighting 
plans to potentially increase the length of school 
days and reduce school holidays. A recent 
study of Year 9 students in the UK, carried 
out by the University of Bristol, concluded 
however, that students were experiencing less 
anxiety and stress and an increase in overall 
wellbeing. The study also found that a well 
planned online learning provision, focusing 
on pastoral care, with opportunities for peer 
to peer collaboration and reflection, rather 
than just academic outcomes, ensured that the 
students felt cared for, listened to and more in 
control of their situation. Further studies have 
highlighted the opportunities for families to 
become closer during this time, with children 
and parents spending more time together than 
at any point in the past. Furthermore, from my 
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own experience, I have enjoyed witnessing increased 
opportunities for children to develop important 
skills such as self-discipline, self-motivation and 
communication. 

As I prepare for my arrival in Penang, I am able to 
reflect on the time I have spent with my own children, 
who have been working from home for extended 
periods this year. I have been privileged to watch them 
interacting with their teachers and peers through 
the Stonyhurst Anywhere platform and have been 
delighted with how they have continued to develop 
and thrive at school, despite the challenges of the 
global pandemic. Whilst recognising the benefits of 
in-person learning, and acknowledging that students 
will need support when the pandemic is over, it is 
important to consider the potential benefits, rather 
than purely focus on the negatives, or worry about 
“damage to pupils” or ”gaps in learning”. School leaders 
and classroom teachers are well placed to ensure that 
no student is left behind and with the right planning. 

I am confident that Stonyhurst Penang can 
appropriately support your children in the 2022/23 
academic year. In the meantime, I would like to share 

some of the online resources that I have used with 
my own children and students to support their wider 
wellbeing whilst studying at home.

ht tps : / /www.youtube .com/user/CosmicK idsYoga/
videos - Cosmic Yoga for kids is a fantastic online 
resource to help children relax, exercise and build 
confidence.

https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe - PE 
with Joe was watched by millions of children around 
the world last year. It is a great way for children to stay 
active when confined to their home.

https://www.youtube .com/channel/UCBpgrJ i jMpk_
pyp9uTbxLdg - Draw with Rob, a series of draw-along 
videos, to develop art skills and relieve stress.

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ - Oxford Owl, a free 
e-book library to support reading at home.

https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/ - The 
Great Indoors by Bear Grylls, indoor activity ideas for 
children to learn new skills.

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga/videos
https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBpgrJijMpk_pyp9uTbxLdg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBpgrJijMpk_pyp9uTbxLdg
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/


#MakeSchoolASaferPlace 

The #MakeSchoolASaferPlace hashtag was 
a trending topic on Twitter a few weeks 
ago.  Ain Husniza Saiful Nizam’s tweet went 
viral within several hours of its posting and 
she received support from public figures, 
politicians, celebrities and non-governmental 
organisations. The tweet called for reforms to 
the Malaysian public education system following 
her experience in school.

On April 23, through a TikTok video, Ain 
slammed her male teacher over a rape joke, 
sparking a national conversation on misogyny in 
the country. Instead of receiving full support, 
Ain was subjected to cyberbullying where she 
received lewd comments targeting her body 
and received a notice of expulsion from her 
school. Sadly, these are reactions from some 
quarters in our society against her for refusing 
to normalise rape jokes.

A safe school is paramount for children of all ages. 
We must recognise our duty and responsibility 
to protect and safeguard the interests of all 
children. The Safeguarding Policy at Stonyhurst 
International School, Penang clearly dictates the 
expectations from all staff on providing a safe 
and healthy environment for students.

Stringent background checks are conducted for 

both academic and administrative staff before 
they join the school to prevent unsuitable 
people from working with children and young 
people. Visiting coaches, volunteers, long-term 
suppliers, agencies and vendors are also required 
to undergo Safeguarding training to promote 
safe practices in the school. A Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) will be appointed to 
ensure adherence to safeguarding and child 
protection (including online safety) in school. 
The DSL will identify instances where there 
are grounds for concern about a child’s welfare 
and initiate appropriate action or intervention 
to keep them safe and is able to discharge that 
role with sufficient independence.

In school, children will have Personal, Social, 
Health Education (PSHE) lessons, in which they 
will learn about acceptable adult behaviour and 
peer-to-peer relationships, grooming, internet 
safety as well as dangers of unrestricted use 
of the internet. We will also raise awareness 
on bullying and mental health. Children will of 
course, be made aware of their rights under 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC). 

Making schools safe allows children to thrive in 
an encouraging environment to focus on learning 
the skills needed for a successful education and 
future. Ultimately, we have shared responsibility 
to help keep children and young people safe.

Editor’s Note 

Sin Yee – Director of Admissions and Marketing, 

Engrossed, blessed and coffee obsessed. Sin Yee is a mom-of-three, 
educator and marketer; not necessarily in that order. She writes about 

child-raising, education, children’s health and everything in between as she 
juggles her work, family and self-care.



News from 

Stonyhurst

Upper Prep were delighted when, after 4 weeks 
waiting patiently, we experienced the hatching of four 
Aylesbury ducklings! This memorable experience 
was linked to our science learning all about animal 
classification. Here are some captivating photographs 
of our first introduction to them. 

Rhetoric  pupils attended a presentation, given by 
Ben Scott from the Environment Agency, to raise 
awareness of Carbon Literacy. Pupils used a carbon 
calculator to calculate their own personal carbon 
usage against the average annual usage of eleven 
tonnes per person.

Having a Quacking Good 

Time in Upper Prep!

Environment Agency Talk

Eid Mubarak Celebrations

To celebrate Eid Mubarak, the children in FS1 
created their own cards made from glitter, shapes 
and pom poms to send to their families. The main 
aim of the lesson was for the children to learn 
more about different cultures and traditions. 
 
They discussed the importance of Eid in the 
Islamic community and how the ‘blessed festival’ is 
celebrated.



News from 

Stonyhurst

On Tuesday, two of our school council representatives 
took part in the inter-school dialogues, via Zoom, with 
pupils from Jesuit Schools in Malta, Italy and Ireland. 

2 students in Elements, explored how the Red Chair 
Campaign aims to raise awareness of the many 
children, globally, without access to education. The 
Red Chair Project has been established at the school 
in Malta for a few years. This initiative is not directed 
towards fundraising but towards raising awareness. 

The Red Chair, La Silla Roja

Creative Maths lessons

Having studied the formula of shapes in great depth 
in their Maths classroom last week, Upper Elements 
were challenged with creating different shapes within a 
contained area using masking tape and chalk. As a cross-
curricular link with Art, the children were able to develop 
their artistic skills whilst being stretched and challenged 
to establish a deeper understanding of calculating area 
and perimeter by measuring what they had produced. 
 
They solidified their confidence in the maths topic 
whilst producing some creative and striking outdoor 
art for all the St Mary’s Hall community to enjoy in the 
sunshine.



Follow our Facebook page where you can catch up 
on the latest news and get behind-the -scenes insights 

into life at Stonyhurst.
Click the link below to visit our page.

Follow us on Social Media!

https://www.facebook.com/stonyhurstpenang

